Student Growth

Growth and development patterns are different for every child. We do expect, however,
for students to progress in their attainment of basic skills.

In comparing your child’s current scores to scores from previous years, it is important to
remember that they are compared with the normative sample (students who are in the
same grade and who took the same level of the ITBS at the same point in the school

year).

The best source of information about your child’s achievement in any given area is the
classroom teacher. The ITBS measures basic skills in one very specific type of format.
Teachers use a variety of formats and assessment types to measure your child’s
progress. If your child’s ITBS results do not reflect his/her consistent classroom work,
you should consult with the classroom teacher for more detailed information.

Developmental Scores

NATIONAL PERCENTILE RANK (NPR)

Percentile Ranks indicate the status or relative standing of a student in comparison to
other students. The scale ranges from 1 to 99 and indicates the percent- age of students
who earned higher or lower test scores. For example, if a student earned a percentile
rank of 62, it means that he/she scored better than 62 percent of the students in the norm
group, and that 38 percent scored as well or better.

NORMAL CURVE EQUIVALENT (NCE)

Normal Curve Equivalents are normalized standard scores with a mean of 50 and a
standard deviation of 21.06. Like the percentile rank they range from 1 to 99. The
relationship is shown below:
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STANINES (NS)

Stanines are normalized standard scores with a range from one to nine and an
average value of five. They may be regarded as a course grouping of percentile
ranks as shown:
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GRADE EQUIVALENTS (GE)

The Grade Equivalent is an estimate of where the student is along a
developmental continuum. It is important to remember that the GE is not
directly tied to a curriculum.

The grade equivalent score does not tell you what grade a student should be in
or that a student has the skills to do work beyond his or her grade level. This is
because all grade equivalent scores are based on test content specific to the level
that was administered.



